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FROM CENTURIES-OLD REQIPES

WE TASTED MORE THAN A THOUSAND BEERS
THIS YEAR—SOME FRESH FROM THE TANK, OTHERS

THE TOP 25 THAT BELEW 7S AWAY IN 2009, EITHER
FOR THE FIRST TIME OR THE HUNDREDTH. SOME
ARE MULTI-MEDAL AWARD WINNERS, OTHERS HAVE
CAPTURED THE TMAGINATION OF BLIOWGGERS AND
BEER GEEHES AND STILL OTHERS HAVE SAT QUIETLY,

AWAITING THEIR MOMENT OF GLORY. HERE IT IS5,

AND OROWNED
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UMNION JACK
Firestone Wallker Brewing Co.
American IPA
This heer remalns king of its Mnd
with back- to-back GABF gaold
medals in 2008 and 20068, Theres
some stff competition inthe
American IPA category, the
largest ever with 134 entries this
year, but this brew continually
proves to he truly exceptional,
oozing an insplong piney, osy

and floral hop profile.

STOME KDMA COFFEE
MACADAMIACOCOMUT PORTER
Stone Brewlig, Maul Brewing
and homebrewer Ken Schmidi
Spechalty Beer
Take three rock star brewers, add
1,000 pounds of coconut, 300
pounds of macadamia nuts and
200 pounds of Kona coffee, and
you've got a reclpe for utter awe-
someness As part of Stone's col-
laboration serles, ho mebrewer
Een Schmidt, Maul Brewing's
Garret Mormero and Stones Mitch
Steele tapped Schmidt's award-
winning porter homebrew recipe,
filled it with fresh ingredients and
aloha spidt to craft this swoon-
inducing brew. A full coffee fla-
vor's rounded out by beautlful
coconut and macadamia swaths,
creating a cohesive swallow; aloo-
hol warms the chest, just likea

good cup o’ joe.

OUDE KRIEK
Hansszens
Hlended Lambic

Fourth-generation, famiby- owned
Hanssens iz ane of the last brew-
erles in the world dedicated to the
dyingart of lambic blending.
Oude Krlek is it2 crowning cre-
atlon, a beer born of untold skill
and artistry. Beneath its brilllant
red hue ks a pungent, acldic swal-
low that sinks into gorgeous cher-
ry and lingerng almond notes.
Fizmy and dry, it's a joy to drink

ORVAL TRAPPIST ALE
Brasserbed'Orval
Belglan Ale
Thiz beer, made by Trappist
mon ks, consistently tops heer
geels’ favorites Hats, and for good

ESTATE
SlerraNevada Brewing Co.
Wetr-ioprped Ale
Slerra Mevada made beer history
this year when it crafted a large-
scale- production brew using
harley and hops grown right on
the hrewery's prem ke, Sure, it's a
provocative story, but the beer
slmply blew us away: Estates a
swallow to hehold with snappy
hop charmcter, lasting hittermess

and alight, frulty finish.

CUVEE DE CASTLETON
Captain Lawrenoe Brewing Co.
American Sour Ak
This Pleasantville, N.Y. brewery
hias tumed heads the last fewyears
with its lineup of intriguing sour
beers; today, lts Cuvee de
Castleton {5 one of the finest on
the market. Light, bubbly and tarm,
the award-winning brew gets its
spunk from wild yeastand Muscat
grapes, and subtle aak notes from

French wine hamels.

i

BEERgﬁﬁYEAR

reason: When It comes to com-
plexity and subtlety, there isnt a
mare refined brewin the world. A
&lp starts with rich grain sweet-
ness before uming sideways and
exposing (s wild side; we would-
witcall this asourale, bt its mdld
tartness may catch the uninitat-
ed off guard, Sample it with sushi
Itwelll change your life.

DUYEL
Duve Moo rigat
Relglan Golden Srrong

When brewers want to craft a
Belglan golden strong ale, they
emulate Duvel. It scored a perfect
10w podnits in DRAFT s 2004 rmings,
quite simply because its every-
thing this style should be and
mare. Pale gold and full-bodied,
Darvel displays amazing ripe pear
characters and findshes remarkably
dry. Careful—its easy to imbihe,
andhides its 8 5% ABV well,

¥LAD THE IMP ALER
Cascad e Brewing Co.
Amerimmn SourAle

Cascade Brewing stole baoth gold
and sllver inthis year's GABF
waond- and harrel-aged sour heer
category, and though Vlad was
the runner-up, it's still a hig
wvinmer this year. It debuted in 2008
to healthybuzz and long lines at
festivals, wming heads with its full
bady, palate-smacking ackdity and
hrazen wondyoverion es

MIRROR MIRROR
Desclhutes Brewlng Co.
Barkyuine
Though it launched in 20066, this
heer hibemated for three years

hefore its 2008 re-rel ease caused a
stir. While many hatleywines are
hattled young and taste best after
some time in the cellar, this beer
Iz at its absohne best today. Rich
carmamel and soft frult notes make
strong impressions above moder-
atealoohol warmith, Asmassive as
this heer ks, it somehow manages
to lay gently on the tongue and
finlsh dry

GRANDCRU

Upstream Brewing Co.
American Sour Ak
Admittedly, Grand Cru's on the
rare and obscure lst, bt it's well
worth seeking out. Itz orange-
gold appearance and mdnimalist
head belle the beer's exquisite
aromas of soft frults attached to
a pungent backbone. To hest
appreciate all of the brew's
Intense characters, let it breathe
for filve minutes, and the high
aciditywill hlow off. What's leftis
a royal treat of complex berry
and citrus bursts, wild tart
undertones and an incredibly
dryfinish,

COMSECRATION
Russian River Brewing Co.
Barrel Aged Sour Ale
Vinnle Cllurzo and his team hita
home run with Consecration, the
first heer to be brewed inhis new
brewery. It's deep reddish brown,
has mild carbonation and packs
a mighty punch with its soumess
and alcohol level. Consecration
Is aged in Cabernet Sauvignon
bharrels, that lend a waon derful
wine-like quality to the brew,
while mbust mak chamcter and
a wallop of berry sweetness

KIWANMDACREAM ALE
Pelican Pub & Brewery
Cream Al
Ome of just a few camryovers from
last year's lst, this beer continues
tobe the one every beer drinker
should stock in their fridge. The
mult-award winning Kiwanda s
light- bodied with gently toasted
grains and an incredibly bright
finish. Moderately bitter and per-
fectly halanced, therelsnot amore
refreshing beer in Amerlca to day.

round out this exquisite beer.
Welcome to your new hrewery,
Russlan River.

SMONEDPORTER
Alaskan Brewling Co.
Smoked Beer
This smoked porter had a deco-
rated history to live up to—its
wan more medals than any other
beer in GABF history—and this
vintage delivered in spades. On
the palate, its smooth and slightly
sweet with coflee and cocoa, cov-
ered by a thick and lovely layer of
alder smoke that's bacony and a
little fishy. Its an acquired taste,

bt ome you'll never forget.

UTOPIAS
Boston Beer Co.

American Srong Ale
Many in beer geekdom ask if this
Iz really a beer; the real enlgma is
just how Uhoplas scales a jaw-
dmpping 2% ABV through nam-
ral fermentation. While it pushes
the beer boundary, it's an exper-
ence worth every cent: Actually a
hlend of several aged beers
{inchuding afew from Scotch bar-
rels), this year's version iz layered
with malts and sweetness, and
offers more frult and port notes
than vintages past. Boozy and
uncarbonated, Utoplas sips like
liguor, butyes, its stll beer.

HEAD HUMTER | PA
Fat Head's Brewery & Saloon
Ameriom [
A mib of amazernent and curos ty
rippled across the beer-soaked
land when word broke that a
hrewery in Cleveland hested a
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plethora of West Coast brewers at
thisyears [PA festhval at the Blstro,
the biggest [PA competition west
of the Misslssippl. After a pint of
this beer, however, you'll cast all
hesitations aside: [t imbers over
the tongue with caramelized malt
and a hop displaythat cannot be
dvaled. This ism't your finesse [PA;
there lan't an sunce of subtety to
it. It's just a punch-you-in-the-
mouth brew for those who truly
love their hopsa

TRIFEL
Westmalle
Belglan Tripel

Car first-ever 100-point scoring
heer, this practically perfect
brew's been around for a few
hundred years and is truly the
hallmark of the tripel style. Pale
and inviting from the pour with
hints of pear and fresh-cracked
pepper. this monk-made brew
seems heaven-sent from start to
finish. Add its light body and
snappy carbonation, and you'll
realize hig beers dont need to be
heavy-hitbers; theres truly an art
o subitle goo dness.

SGT. PEPPER
Cambridge Brewing Co.
Salzom
Heres an easy recipe for a killer
heer: Take a masterfully brewed
salson and add hlack pink, white
and green peppercoms, One of
Cambridge's most creatlve brews,
Sgt. Pepper blends peppercorns’
herbal, floral qualities with
Belglan yeast. The crisp swallow
starts sweet with bready malis
and aslight hop hitterness before

burmsting into pepper spice.
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HUMIDORSERIES CHAVETA
Cigar Cliy Brewing
Whad-Aged Beer
This gorgeous new hrew was one
of 2004's tasting highlights Aged
with cedar planks, the beer's
infused with so0 much wood and
tohacco charmcter, It tastes as If it
was aciually aged in a humidor, A
stretch of chocolate, fresh-ast-
ed nuts and sensuous caramel
swell through the mouth, but it's
the body that's truly unreal:
creamy, full and =ilky without

being heany.

CAMADIAN BREAKFAST STOUT
Founders Brewing Co.
Barrel Aged b perial Stowt
There's lttle disputing the
Impressive quality of Founders
Breakfast Stout; Its one of the
finest beers made in Amerca. Put
that in barrels soaked in bourbon
and oozing with fresh maple
syrup, and the beer becomes sim-
ply extraord inary. This 9.5%- ABV
2004 s unner wraps everything
wonderful about the original
stout—hints of cocoa, acoffee
aroma and deep roasted malt—in
awarm embrace of vanilla maple

and bourbon heat.

SAISON D° ERPE MERE
Brouwerlj de Glazen Toren
Salson
In a world of palate-wrangling
beers, discovering acomplex brew
thats alko easy on the tongue is
rare and wonderful. This one's a
favorite. Bright and refreshing, a-
vars start biscuity before unning
slightly tart, with floral hops that
contribute a modest hite. This
brew finishes im pressivel y dry, has
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heautiful effervescence and boasts
a modest 6.9% ABV that makes it
all feel gulli-free.

ECLIPSE IMPERIALS TOUT
FiftyFifty Brewing Co.
Rugzlarn bn pevial Srow

In the craze to make everything
bigger, stronger and fuller we've
nearly lost our sense of what an
Imiperial stout should be. This
heers inkyand black, higenough
toslay the higrest palate, but stll
drinkable beyond just sipping.
Rich chocolate, coffee and
carame] sweetness don't welgh
heavily onthe tongue, and a
modest hop flavor and dry finlsh
round this heer out perfect by

BALTIC FORTER
Duck-Rabhit Brewery
Balric Porter
Lately, something new's heen
hrewingin the South: really excel-
lent heer. This North Carolina
porer s a full-bodied phenom:
It'sblack as night with flavors that
range from fresh-masted coffee
and caramel to plums and sweet
blackberry If you're not familiar
with what a Baltle porter should

be, lookno further than this,

BROOKLY H-5CHNEIDER
HOPFEN-W EIS5E
Broklyn Brewery and
Schnelder Brewery
Hybwid Wheat Beer
Our favorte old-meets-new ool-
laboration project, Garrett Oliver
of Brooklyn Brewery and Hans-
Peter Drexler of the Schnelder
Brewery in Germany have hm-
ken down borders to craft an

abszolute gem. Based on the tra-
ditlonal German wheat heer
style and heavly influenced by
Americak love of hops, this beer
bursts with pungent, ally hop
aromas that playagainst the
heer's lovely lemonywheat gual-
Itles. We're all for collaborative
effortswhen they resultina brew
like this

BOURBOMBARREL STOUT
Oddedl Brewing Co.
Wood-Aged Stow
Thiz beer & indisputahle proof
Odell knows how to pull
nuances out of a barrel. Dark
and roasty with vanilla and
cammmel hints, it's kissed ever so
gently by the bourbon barrel's
orange and woody notes. [t's a
hig beer, cerainly; it sinks deep
Into the tongue, but the swal-
low's intricacies aren't washed
away bythe hrewks size.

WISCOMSIN BELGIAN RED
New Glarus Brewing Co.
Fruir Beer
A perennial favaorite, this beers
landing on our lst three years in
a mow. Sourcing 2 pounds of Door
County Cherrles per barmrel and
featuring Wisconsin wheat, the
hrewers age, bottle and sell
Belgian Red only in the cheese
state. It glows ruby-red and
drinks like a plece of handmade
candy sugarysweet and Incredi-
bly fun. The effervescence and
dry finish, combined with the
low ABV (just over 5%}, makethis
way too easy to imbibe in good
quantity. There's not a more
fruity honest-to-gosdness frult

beerin America

KEVIN ROa8




